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VOLUME 4  ISSUE 1SPRING  2010

 ATTENTION!  NVSSAMT MEMBERS  TO

WELCOME THE AMT  7!  NATIONAL MEETING

HERE IN  VEGAS!!

PUBLICATION NOTES:

THE VIEWS AND OPINIONS EXPRESSED 
HEREIN ARE THOSE OF THE AUTHORS AND DO 
NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THOSE OF THE 

NEVADA STATE SOCIETY OF AMERICAN 
MEDICAL TECHNOLOGISTS AS A WHOLE.

THE EDITOR HAS THE RIGHT TO ACCEPT, 
REJECT OR REVISE ANY ARTICLE SUBMITTED.
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COUNCILLORÕS FAREWELL MESSAGE

            I hope this Þnds you enjoying a great 2010 not having been hit too   

heavily by the recent series of  extreme ÒwinterÓweather.  As you plan for 

events in 2010, donÕt forget to put AMTÕs 72nd Educational Program and 
National Meeting at the JW Marriott Las Vegas Resort at Summerlin in  Las 

Vegas, Nevada just 15 minutes away from the famous ÒStripÓ by 

complimentary resort shuttle on your calendar.  By starting to plan now you 

can get the best airfares into Las Vegas ( if  you are not from Vegas).  You can get 
information in your AMT Events or online at  amt1.com.  I hope to see you 

there!  After all,Western district is the ÒhomeÓ district for this meeting; so letÕs 

make it the best ever!

       You will notice you have a CouncillorÕs message in this publication from 

new  Western district Councillor Kenneth Hawker including all his contact 
information. Please put this information in your address book so you can 

contact him if  you have problems.  It has been an extreme honor and pleasure 

to serve as your Councillor and  I  Iook  forward to working with Ken as he 

leads forward.  I ask you to give him the support you have given me and the 
Western District states will continue to  grow.

Respectfully,
Barbara Ware, MT (AMT)

                                                           

3

     

                                                           

  

     

    



!

4

WESTERN  DISTRICT  COUNCILLORÕS  MESSAGES

My dear AMT colleagues,

! On January 1, 2010 I assumed the mantel of Western District Councillor for AMT.  I am both honored 
and humbled by this opportunity to serve the professional organization that recognized my skills and gave me 
credentials as a Medical Technologist when I was discharged from the US Air Force over 30 years ago.  Over the 
years AMT has become, for me, more than just a certifying and credentialing organization.  AMT has become a 
part of my extended family.  Attending state and national meetings has taken on the ßavor of a family reunion.  
Sometimes I may have seemed like the uncle everyone hoped would stay away, but I have always felt welcome 
and appreciated.  
! As we begin the journey down the road of this new adventure, allow me to introduce myself.  I am a 
native of Colorado, having been born in the small western town of Delta more years ago than most of you can 
remember.  I spent my growing up years in Englewood.  Upon graduation from high school I attended Arlington 
Baptist College in Arlington, Texas for two years.  This was during the heart of the Viet Nam war.  When I was 
invited by our government to participate in this conßict, I chose to join the U.S. Air Force.  It was during my 
years in the service that I received my Medical Technology training and my early years of experience.  When I 
was discharged in 1976 I moved to Texas and a Med Tech job in Wharton.  While there, a co-worker and I sat 
for the AMT MT exam in the home of Vernel Boyd who proctored our test.  This began my journey with AMT.  
Over the next few years my participation was limited to attendance at meetings of the Texas State Society of 
AMT.  
! In 1990 I moved back to Colorado and became active in their state society.  By this time I had developed 
a love for writing and was asked to serve as the editor of the state society newsletter.  I was honored by AMT as 
Editor of the Year in 1997.  I also served as state vice-president while during those years and attended several 
national meetings as a state delegate.  My Þrst national meeting was in Tucson, Arizona in the early 1990Õs.  
The state society honored me by nominating me for a Distinguished Achievement Award which I received at the 
1996 national meeting.
! In 1997 my employer transferred me to the U.S. Territory of Guam.  I was one of two AMT members 
residing on Guam during my time there.  The other member was one of my employees. I continued to be active 
though thousands of miles away.  I wrote a newsletter of my adventures on Guam which I named the ÒGuam 
TyphoonÓ and sent it to my former newsletter colleagues.  AMT honored me with a special recognition award 
for this e"ort at the national meeting in Tucson in 1998.   
! After moving to Utah in 1999 I began to participate in the Utah State Society.  Unfortunately life events 
severely crippled my ability to be very active.  It has only been in the past couple of years that I have been able 
to resume my !AMT participation. I was honored to serve our state as delegate to the national meetings in 2008 
and 2009.  In mid-October of 2009 I was approached by Edna Anderson, our Executive Councilor, about the 
potential of serving in this new capacity.  ! ! ! ! ! I was overwhelmed with ! t h e 
possibility of repaying AMT for its many ! ! ! ! ! years of support and dedication to 
me.  I know I have a long way to go to ! ! ! ! ! live up to the standard set by Edna 
and, most recently, Barbara Ware as my ! ! ! ! ! predecessors.  I pledge myself to 
each of you to do my very best in ! ! ! ! ! ! meeting your needs and expectations 
as your Western District Councilor.! ! ! ! ! ! I look forward to renewing 
friendships and meeting many of you ! ! ! ! ! at your state functions and also at 
the national meetings, beginning with ! ! ! ! ! this summerÕs meeting in Las Vegas.
! I can be contacted in several !! ! ! ! ! ways:  my home address is 9071 
Crescent Mine Lane, West Jordan, Utah 84081; my home phone is 801-280-8004; my cell phone is 
801-608-5016 and I have two e-mail addresses hawkerke@aruplab.com  and kandlhawker@msn.com  , I check 
the Þrst one more often.

Very Sincerely,
Kenneth E. Hawker, MT-AMT

mailto:hawkerke@aruplab.com
mailto:hawkerke@aruplab.com
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mailto:kandlhawker@msn.com
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February 23, 2010 

!
Greet ings to my Western Dist r ic t 
colleagues;

The AMT Council met in Las Vegas 
on February 3 and 4 at the site of our 
upcoming 2010 National Convention.!  Diane 
Powell has done another outstanding job of 
planning this year"s meeting.!  We will be 
gathering at the J.W. Marriott Resort at 
Summerlin July 12 -17.!  Hopefully many of 
you are planning to attend since this meeting 
is in the heart of our district.!  As you plan for 
this meeting please be sure to include this 
year"s Leadership Session in your plans.! 
Your councilors have put together a program 
that will be beneÞcial and enjoyable.

It is not too early to begin looking 
toward our 2011 meeting.!  We will be in 
Miami August 1 Ð 6, 2011. This meeting will 
be a joint AMT-CASMET meeting.

Between now  and July there are 
some special opportunities to recognize your 
peers and colleagues.!  March 7 Ð 13 is 
National Dental Assistant Week and April 18 
Ð 24 is National Medical Laboratory 
Professionals Week.!  It is not too early to be 
planning special activities to honor these 
members of our organization.

The AMT ofÞce staff has recently 
been augmented by the addition of Camille 
Murray in the new role of Education Manager.! 
She will be working with our AMT leadership 

to expand and improve our AMT provided 
continuing education opportunities.!  In 
addition to recording sessions at our   
national educational meeting, she will also be 
working to develop our CE website and some 
self-paced training modules.!  Please take 
time to welcome Camille to AMT when you 
meet her in Las Vegas.

As we continue our efforts to provide 
instant access to state society information for 
our members and prospective members I 
would like to encourage your to move forward 
with web site development for your state 
societies on the AMT home page.! Kathy Cilia 
at the AMT ofÞce is available and willing to 
assist in this activity.!  They have developed 
some templates that many of you have 
already begun using.!

I am developing plans to visit each of 
our Western District societies over the                                                                                                                                                                           
next two years.!  Thanks for letting me know 
when your meetings are scheduled. I will be                 
contacting you once my schedule is set.!  In 
the mean time, I look forward to meeting with 
you in Las Vegas this July.  Until then,

Ken Hawker, MT-AMT
Western District Councilor!
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Juanita Stocke, MT
1812 Cambridge,Hills Ct.
Reno,NV 89523
(h) 775-771-8942
E-mail jstocke@tfhd.com

Greetings from northern Nevada!

We are Þnally having beautiful spring-like weather--mixed with the occasionally winter-like 
weather of course--here in northern Nevada. The daffodils and other spring ßowers and trees 
are blooming, bringing new growth and hope for summer. I!m hoping that spring is also 
bringing hope and better news for each of you with regard to the economy. 

We decided to send our newsletter out earlier this year to be sure that each of you knows that 
the AMT National Convention will be in Las Vegas this summer. We!re hoping that as many of 
you as possible will attend while it is in our area. This convention is a great way to get all of our 
CEs for the year! Those of you who attended our NVSSAMT ScientiÞc meeting last September 
will remember what great presenters we enjoyed there. Those of you who weren!t there will 
have a second chance to hear some of the same presenters at the convention in July.

We are also working on our Fall ScientiÞc meeting for 2010, which will be held on a Friday in 
Reno this September. We are still working out the details. As soon as we know the date, we 
will post the information on our website: www.nvssamt.com Please keep checking back to the 
website for the date and info! 

And I hope that each of you who work in a laboratory had a happy Laboratory Professionals 
Week! 

Please look me or one of your other NVSSAMT ofÞcers up at the Convention in July! Terry 
Else and I will be staying at the JW Marriott Hotel during the week of the convention, so we will 
be available for any questions you might have, or for just a visit. We look forward to meeting 
you!

Also, please join us in welcoming the AMT members from all over at the convention, as well as 
our new Western District Councillor, Ken Hawker! Thank you for your support!

 PRESIDENTÕS  MESSAGE

 Last Thoughts
! If you are thinking that the cost of the 
National Convention is too expensive--I have 
a suggestion for making it less expensive for 
next time. Become active in your State 
society by: being a member of AMT in good 
standing, attending the state society 
meetings in order to be eligible to be a 
delegate to the National Business Meeting, 
and fulÞlling a delegate"s responsibility. 
Delegates each receive a stipend of up to 
$150--unless the distance is greater than 
1,000 miles away, then the stipend is up to 
$250. If you have any questions, you can call 
or email me!                    Juanita

mailto:jstocke@tfhd.com
mailto:jstocke@tfhd.com
http://www.nvssamt.com
http://www.nvssamt.com
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To All NVSSAMT Members:

Happy Spring Season! 
      
Spring means life, so let!s all welcome this 
season full of hope. No matter what!s going on, 
we will survive. Just be strong and keep the faith 
always!

Reminding you all of this coming AMT National 
Meeting on July 12-17, 2010 here at JW Marriott 
Las Vegas Resort and Spa at Summerlin, hope 
you will take time off and join the meeting.

It!s not only that we will earn CEUs, but also we 
can now meet the National AMT staff in person 
who have prepared interesting topics and 
activities for us to enjoy.  We don!t need to travel 
far to meet them as well as our friends and 
colleagues from different states.

We say farewell and thank you to Ms. Barbara 
Ware. Remember, she was with us and helped 
us at our scientiÞc meeting last September.
And let!s welcome Mr. Ken Hawker as our new 
Western District Councillor!

Hope to see you all there! God Bless us all!

Ester G. Santiago, MT
2018 Jade Canyon  
Las Vegas, NV 89142
(c) 702-501-6029
email: santiagoester@cox.net
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INSPIRATIONAL CORNER  EDITORÕS NOTE:

When things go wrong...

When things go wrong as they 

sometimes will,

When the road you're trudging seems all 

uphill,

When the funds are low and the debts are 

high,

And you want to smile but you have to 

sigh,

When care is pressing you down a bit

Rest if you must, but don't you quit.

Success is failure turned inside out,

The silver tint on the clouds of doubt,

And you can never tell how close you are,

It may be near when it seems afar.

So, stick to the fight when you're hardest 

hit

It's when things go wrong that you 

mustn't quit.

ÑUnknown

from beliefnet.com/inspiration

mailto:santiagoester@cox.net
mailto:santiagoester@cox.net
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Future of the Medical 
Technology Profession in the 
State of Nevada
Dr. Terry Ann Else, PhD, MT(AMT)

In addition to being certified by the American 
Medical Technologists, I am also certified by 
the American Society for Clinical Pathology 
(ASCP).  I had recently received a disturbing 
email from the ASCP asking that ASCP 
members call/email the Board of Regents and 
members of the state legislature to halt any 
decision concerning closing the Medical 
Technology Program at UNLV.  UNLV is 
among a number of state-supported academic 
institutions that will be forced to cut programs   
to meet the Nevada StateÕs budget 
requirements.

This is a troubling event because the Clinical 
Laboratory Science Program at UNLV is only 
one of 2 medical technology programs that 
exist in the state of Nevada.  It is also the only 
bachelorÕs degree program available in this 
state.  The other program is a Medical 
Laboratory Technician track held at the College 
of Southern Nevada in Las Vegas, NV, a two-
year program.  One of the reasons for cutting 
the CLS Program is cost.  UNLV has listed its 
20 most expensive programs in terms of cost 
per student compared to tuition paid.  The CLS 
program is, unfortunately, on this list of 
endangered programs.

Many suggestions have been made to salvage 
these programs to include possibly charging a 
higher tuition rate to students who enroll in 

these expensive programs.  Any decision to 
raise tuition rates is never popular and runs the 
risk of students not applying, enrollment 
dropping and the program failing.  One has to 
think why does not the Board of Regents 
consider the fact that the number of licensed 
medical technologists have been dropping 
precipitously due to baby boomers retiring and 
the lack of accredited programs to train more 
med techs to replace them.

To give UNLV the benefit of the doubt, I did 
speak to a faculty member at UNLV who is 
familiar with the financial crisis.  UNLV did 
make an attempt to 
make a modest cut across all departments and 
disciplines.  The state budget crisis is so severe 
that this cut is not sufficient.  Deeper cuts 
within the university will be necessary and 
difficult decisions will have to be made.

If at all possible, please contact any one of your 
state representatives and/or the Board of 
Regents to voice your disapproval on removing 
the CLS Program at UNLV.  It will be a serious 
loss to the medical profession should this occur.

 (Dr. Terry Ann Else is the current NVSSAMT
Vice-President and Professor at Touro 
University Nevada)

MEMBERÕS     CONCERN
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 SEE YOU ALL  JULY 12-17, 2010, AT      

JW MARRIOTT HOTEL AT  

SUMMERLIN, NEVADA

WATCH  FOR NVSSAMT FALL 

SCIENTIFIC MEETING 

INFORMATION AT RENO IN 

SEPTEMBER, 2010
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JUANITA STOCKE, MT
NVSSAMT President
1812 Cambridge Hills Ct
Reno, NV 89523-2068 

Our Mission

To promote the National Standards of the health care laboratory sciences! within the state.

 To provide opportunity for increasing technical knowledge of our members 

 To support both National and State organizational goals


